
Special Assessment Process for Cedar Lake Alum Treatments
In 2016, property owners of the Cedar Lake Protection & Rehabilitation district approved Alum 
Treatments to improve water quality.  They also approved a 10 year Special Assessment to fund 
the treatments.  The first assessment was for taxes payable in 2017.  The final payment will be in 
2026.

The Special Assessment amount for each property is calculated annually by multiplying the 
assessed value of the property (land plus improvements) by a fixed Mil rate (short for millage 
rate).  Mil rate is the amount of tax for each $1,000 of assessed value. The Mil rate of .00302 was 
established for the Alum Treatment Special Assessment.  The result is a tax of $3.02 for each 
$1,000 of assessed value for a property.   

When the assessed value of a property changes from one year to the next, the resulting Special 
Assessment tax will likewise change.  Towns are responsible for assessing properties within their 
boundaries.  They are required to reassess all properties within a property class either on a 
schedule or when assessed values deviate too much from fair market value.  The Cedar Lake 
Protection & Rehabilitation District is in two towns - Alden and Star Prairie.  

Both towns reassessed property values in 2019 for taxes payable in 2020.  Consequently, the 
average Special Assessments increased approximately 35% in both municipalities due to the 
increased property values.  Alden reassessed property values in 2025.  The result is an average 
increase of approximately 80% in assessed property value and the resulting Special Assessment 
tax payable in 2026.  Star Prairie did not reassess property values in 2025, but plans to do so in 
2026.  

The board will be discussing the topic of Alum Treatments and the Special Assessment at future 
board meetings. Lake district property owners are always welcome to attend board meetings to 
comment and/or observe.

Board meeting dates, times, and location are posted on our website: cedarlakewi.org.


